Norm Coleman

January 24, 2009

Mr. Al Franken

|
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404

Dear Al,

As you are likely aware, yesterday we assisted some 12,000 Minnesota voters,
whose ballots may have been wrongly excluded from the November election,
file a class action suit to help ensure that every valid vote is included in the
final count. And as you no doubt know now, under Minnesota law, the
contest phase is the part of the process where we should all be certain that all
the valid votes are counted. The class action suit rests on the basic principle
of equal protection that your campaign invoked on behalf of 64 Minnesota
voters who recently also filed suit to have their votes counted.

The purpose of this letter is to ask that we join forces to be sure that all
eligible votes are finally included. We believe that these 12,000 voters
constitute the entirety of voters whose absentee ballots may have been
wrongly excluded. If you know of others, we would be pleased to include
them. In court yesterday, we agreed that your 64 should be inspected and
their ballots counted if they have been wrongly excluded and their votes not
yet counted.

It is important that these 12,000 (and any others of which you may know) be
included in the count if their votes have been wrongly rejected. The reality is
that these 12,000 are not cherry-picked by us. They no doubt include votes
for us, votes for you and votes for neither.

I trust that you agree with the principles that as many Minnesotans as possible
should have their votes counted and that the equal protection guarantee that all
similar ballots being treated the same is met. The reality is that to achieve
these principles, we need to join in moving this class action suit forward on
behalf of all of those Minnesotans who had their absentee ballots wrongly
rejected. Only if we do that can we be sure, at the end of the process, that
every valid vote that should have been counted was counted.

This class action suit is what it appears -- a necessary step towards ensuring
that all eligible Minnesotans’ voices, and votes, are being heard in this
election.
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